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ing influences?- A character a trifle 
=============== less sensitive, or one moulded in the 
HAMLET INSANE. 
In the character of Hamlet is ex-
hibited a mind possessed of all the 
elements that natually tend to pro-
duce unstable equilibrium. Studious, 
thoughtful, philosophical, this mind, 
perhaps fired to a precociously ex-
otic growth, lost itself naturally in 
massive .ibstractions and ideations, but 
had no practical experience of the 
realistic world to balance and restrain 
its conceptions. Add to this an in-
tensely affectionate and emotional na-
ture and we perceive the very type 
of a mind expanded only at the top, 
and as unstable as a pyramid resting 
upon its apex. 
Before we first meet Hamlet, his 
mind, already bowing beneath a 
great afillction, has been crushed be-
neath the ten-fold greater might of 
a blow causing such disgrace, humil-
iation, and excruciating mental agony 
as fairly to have shattered his sensi-
tive and aspiring soul. Is it strange 
that a mind never possessed of good 
practical equilibrium, and permanent-
ly lacking strength, should fail to re-
act from such a series of over-power-
r 
hard case of a practical environment, 
with the disingenuousness of youth 
rounded and compacteq by the 
blasts of real life, might perhaps 
never fear such a shock. But 
Hamlet's mind is a hot-bed culture. 
It has merely felt the invigorating 
breezes of winter, and never for a 
moment buffeted its blasts. Brought 
suddenly from the greenhouse where 
it has luxuriated, into the open air, 
this sensitive soul is chilled, prostrat-
ed, shattered beyond hope of recov-
ery by a tempest which the most 
weather-beaten intellect could not 
withstand unharmed. 
Listen to that first soliloquy, and 
observe the working of a mind that 
is a very chaos. The philanthropic 
boy of yesterday, is to-day a cynic, 
with no desire save death. Yet, 
even in his agony, we perceive a 
deeply religious metaphysical nature. 
He would die by his own hand, but 
that the Everlasting has "fixed His 
canon 'gainst self-slaughter." What a 
weak and flickering light, is that 
thrown here by reason. The mind 
that knows no resort save self-anni-
94 LITERARY. 
hilation has indeed passed the limits are but wild and whirling words, my 
of rational consciousness. lord." 
But witness the effort to collect 
the scattered forces. Like flashes 
of zig-zag lightning in a tempest 
sky, lighting for a moment only to 
suceed to deeper darkness, come 
thoughts of that mother whom his 
childhood knew. Fragmentary, dis-
connected, yet in marvelously tumul-
tuous rapidity these ideas burst forth. 
Surely no clearly - working mind 
acts ·with such impetuous vibra-
tions. 
Observe the greeting to that old-
time friend, Horatio. See reason 
rally her force, and memory strive 
to recollect a name that yesterday 
was as familiar as its own. Like the 
monotone of an automaton these greet-
ings; half cordial in words but cold 
and meaningless in their conception. 
But see! all unconsciously Horatio 
touches the spring that for a moment 
has held reason to its environment, 
and the mind flies back to its former 
aberration. Notice the sudden, dis-
connected ending of that speech. 
We can fairly see the maniac glance 
in that fixed eye, as, starting for-
ward, Hamlet murmurs "My father 
-methinks I see my father." Is 
this spasmodic action the working of 
a healthy brain? 
Already the mind is wavering, 
but in the first ghost scene we see 
it even more fully unhinged. Those 
incoherent utterances to Horatio and 
Marcellus can be ascribed to naught 
but the frenzy of delirium. Horatio 
himself makes bold to say, "These 
The expressions "true penny" and 
"old mole" are tender phrases in-
deed, to be used by a religious young 
moralist, in addressing his departed 
father! Would the normal Hamlet 
have spoken thus? 
Assurdly, no one can maintain 
that here, w bile his soul is intensely 
wrought up by the scenes he has just 
witnessed, and when communing with 
friends whom he has no purpose 
to deceive, Hamlet is feigning aught. 
Yet nowhere in the play do we 
more plainly see the madman. 
The very sentence in which he 
affirms that he may "put an antic 
disposition on," is itself an instance 
of one of the commonest delusions of 
the insane mind. Evidently he is 
not aware that he has already exhib-
ited that "antic disposition" to an 
extent quite sufficient to notify his 
friends of his condition. The very 
fact that he wished to be thought in-
sane is e'Vidence of defective judg-
ment, since he assurdly has no plan 
that such a course will further. As 
an insane man, his every action will 
be watched, his probable opportuni-
ties for revenge greatly lessened, a_nd 
the possibility of his succeeding to 
the throne in the event of the King's 
death, entirely eliminated. In truth, 
he had no design at all, even at the 
close, and this desire to feign insanity 
must be considered as the self-de-
ceptive working of a mind, which, 
from . intense emotional oneness of 
thought, has come to work ec-
LITERARY. 95 
statically, illogically, and incoher-
ently. 
Hamlet has now distinctly affirm-
ed his intention to personate the mad-
man, and no one doubts that through-
out a greater portion of the play, his 
actions are consistent with this de-
sign. The only question at issue is 
as to whether he acted the madman 
to perfection, or acted not at all. In 
this connection, it may not be amiss 
to quote a remark of one of the most 
distinguished morolozists of the pre-
sent day, who affirms as his belief 
that no man who is not insane can, 
for any great length of time, consist-
ently simulate insanity. 
Already a sufficient amount of 
evidence has been adduced from Ham-
let's conduct antecedent to the declar-
ative just referred to; but the argu-
ment might seem to lack complete-
ness if certain other salient points 
were utterly ignored. I shall en-
deavor, therefore, to briefly note a 
few of these. 
I think it must be admitted that 
if evidence of mental aberration can 
be adduced from the soliloquy, or 
from the conYersation with that con-
fidential friend Horatio, such evi-
dence admits of no refutation. In-
stances of each have been already 
cited, nor are they wanting in other 
portions of the play than these 
mentioned. It is of · c0urse freely 
admitted that Hamlet's conduct is 
very different when alone with 
Horatio, from what it is, for exam-
ple, when with Polonius. But this 
variation is one of the very common-
est of the mental phenomena exhib-
ited by the insane. It must not be 
supposed that the insane mind acts 
only in a single fixed groove. On 
the contrary, its bounds are often 
wider than those of the normal mind; 
in fact it is the extension of a normal 
faculty, in one direction or another, 
that constitutes insanity. 
No one who has had any entensive 
experience with the insane, can fail to 
recall many an instance in which the 
sane mind, at differen~ times, has 
flashed from the wildest fury of 
unreasoning delirium, to a calm, cun-
ning intermission characterized by 
extraordinary subtlety; to a condition 
of sullen melancholia; or to a state 
so similar to perfect sanity as to 
have given rise tci the term "lucid 
interval." Furthermore it must have 
been noted t_hat certain influences 
always tended to produce one or an-
other of these conditions. 
Shakespeare, with characteristic 
insight, has seized upon this fact, and 
carried it out with marvelous fidelity. 
Accordingly we notice that the ad-
vent of Polonius, or his suspected 
presence, always produces a state of 
preternatural subtlety in Hamlet's 
mind; while Horatio's influence 
brings it to an approximately normal 
condition. Even when with Hora-
tio, however, the condition is never 
an absolutely normal one. 
Observe the conduct of Hamlet 
when alone with Horatio after the 
play in which the "conscience of the 
king" has been entrapped. The 
fantastic jubilance and the childish 
LITERARY. 
doggerel in which he indulges are 
entirely at variance with our concep-
tion of the normal philosopher. This 
instance serves to illustrate a tempo--
rary exacerbation of his disease from 
a proximate, exciting cause. 
See him in the graveyard, dwell-
ing with pleasure upon the ordinarily 
repulsive thoughts of death and de-
cay. Even the skull of Yorick, his 
childhood friend, does not arouse him 
from his cynical melancholia. No 
voice of regretful sadness, no pa-
thos here; only a fiendish delight to 
think that the flesh which once de-
lighted courtiers with its gambols 
now feeds the slimy worms. We 
can see, and almost feel, the sardonic 
grin of the madman glaring from 
that once philanthropic soul, as it 
realizes, with exultant, diabolic pleas-: 
ure, that the best of earth must also 
come to this. There is here a true 
philosophy, but it is the philosophy 
of a morbid imagination. 
Again, hear him narrate to Hora-
tio the exploit by which his some-
time friends Guildenstern and Rosen-
crantz have met their fate. Could 
the sensitive, normal Hamlet send to 
their death men who were once his 
bosom friends, and not shudder? 
Yet the narrative is given with a 
degree of coolness that would do 
credit to an accomplished murderer. 
Having refered to these unfortun-
ate young men, whose death gives 
such uniformity to the sweeping 
catastrophe of the tragedy, I cannot 
earlier portion of the play. I refer 
to the spying embassy and the con-
versation in which Hamlet says that 
he is only mad with mental-wit, 
and I speak of it particularly be-
cause it is one of the rarest touches 
of physical insight on the part of 
Shakespeare that can be found any-
where. Hamlet wishes to be thought, 
and is known to be insane, although 
himself laboring under the delusion 
of his own sanity, and this stroke, 
which makes him unconsciously give 
additional proof of his mental aberra-
tion by asserting that which he 
would not wish to have believed if 
he were sane, is the consummation 
of the delineator's power. There 
is something almost pathetic, yet 
strangely realistic, in this unwarily 
confidential utterance to those who. 
before the advent of the players had 
distrusted his subtlety, were recog-
nized as enemies. 
Much the same thing occurs again 
in the interview with his mother, 
when, forgetting his part, he asserts 
that he is sane; and then, evidently 
not aware that his incoherent words 
and actions have disproved his state-
ment, he never doubts that the Queen 
will rely upon his word rather than 
upon her own senses; and fears that 
she will reveal the secret which he, 
poor fellow, believes he has divulged 
to her, that he is only acting- mad! 
The hand of the master never gave 
a finer touch than this. 
I cannot leave that wonderful in-
refrain from mentioning a little scene terview between mother and son 
in which they take part during the without reference to an incident 
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which, of itself, sufficiently interprets 
Hamlet's condition. I mean, of 
course, the subjective ghost. What 
strange freak of mind may have led 
the master to mar his matchless 
creation by the introduction of an 
objective ghost, it i_s no part of our 
province to discuss. But this sub-
jective ghost is in the most technical 
sense a delusion and hallucination; 
and it cannot be doubted that, as 
such, it is positive evidence of mental 
aberration. There is no feigning 
here. With all the intense earnest-
ness of which his soul is capable, a 
surviving son communes with his 
mother; and that phantom, projected 
from a centric lesion upon exterior 
space, affords us an insight into 
Hamlc!t's mental condition, the inter-
pretation of which cannot be a mat-
ter of doubt. 
A word, and a word only, as to 
the soliloquies. Granted that there 
is nothing comparable to them in the 
language; granted that they exhibit 
a wonderful condition of mind; it 
cannot well be doubted that they 
give also evidence, at times, of inco-
herence, at times of wavering voli-
tion, and nearly always of pretur-
natural exaltation. I ha:ve not de-
sired to find evidence of delirious 
madness; wishing rather to predicate 
insanity of a far higher order; yet I 
cannot deny that in th_e soliloquy in 
which Hamlet accuses himself of 
cowardice, we see the results of a 
mind, which, became from long re-
straint a very vortex of seething 
thought, bursts its bonds in the frenzy 
of the maniac. 
Such are some fragments of the 
evidence concerning Hamlet's state 
of mind, as gathered by random 
glances at a few of the more impor-
tant scenes in which that character 
is depicted. 
We have seen that perception, 
emotion, volition were at times elevat-
ed, depressed, or perverted; but in 
one department of mind we have 
found a constant exaltation. All 
other faculties have seemed to con-
centrate on this one,~the power of 
abstract reasoning. A sentence of 
Mandsley's, not said of Hamlet, nor 
of any other individual, but made as 
a broad generalization regarding the 
higher form of insanity, so aptly 
describes Hamlet's condition that I 
cannot refrain from quoting it. He 
says that the insane person "is in 
fact, in a higher and more exalted 
state of mind than that of a person 
in his sober senses, the result being 
not an increased power of calm and 
restrained thought, but brilliant flash-
es of wonderful insight.'' 
This is the modern conception of 
insanity. Bearing this in mind, the 
old objection, which, though utterly 
illogical has had much weight, to the 
effect that Shakespeare never would 
have been guilty of such an incon-
gruous conception as that of an in-
sane philosopher, vanishes at once. 
What had seemed incongruity, is 
seen to be rarest felicity, and we can 
only marvel that even the "myriad 
mind" of Shakespeare could have 
created a character requiring for its 
interpretation the accumulated meth-
2 
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ods of two succeeding centuries: 
Considered as a sane mind, Hamlet 
the philosopher, with his vascillating 
if not defective will, his universally 
perverted mental faculties, and his 
insane notion of feigned madness, 
would indeed be an incongruous 
character,-let us rather say, a 
caricature. But if we think of 
him as representing that form of in-
sanity which genius so generally 
approaches and so often actually 
struck out boldly and clearly the 
character as his mind's eye saw it 
depicted in the universe; and we who 
would interp.ret that character to-day, 
can only say that, judged by the 
standards of modern psycho-pathol-
gy, Hamle.t is unquestionably insane. 
H.S.W. 
--0--
THE EXTREMES OF AN 
EPOCH. 
reaches, we see a representation of F • · d anat1c1sm, martyr om, and mys-
marvelous completeness, reminding tery, were the antecedents of the 
us, perhaps more forcibly than any Christian era. Ever has this power-
other, that the mind which originated ful triumvirate united its forces in a 
that conception "was not for any age, common cause-the demolition of 
but for all time." righteous faith. Ever has destruc-
And the latter, it seems to me tion followed in its wake, and swept 
must be our interpretation, if we ap- from earth the purest gems of sacred 
ply to Hamlet the standards adopted thought. 
for flesh and blood personages of From each recoil in civilization 
our own day,-an<l I know of no the world has received an increase of 
other criterion. power, an impetus to advancement. 
It is not affirmed that Shakespeare The darkest hours of its existence 
was two centuries ahead of his time have cradled its grandest moral 
as regards a knowledge of insanity. codes. The most barbarous ages 
It is not even asserted that he could have furnished its profoundest think-
have analyzed the mind he had ere- t-rs. 
ated. The business of analysis be- The fifth century of our Christian 
longs to lesser minds. The mas- era offers a striking example. The 
ter's task is generalization,-and Roman Empire and church were 
Shakespeare conceived in generaliza- struggling for the mastery of the 
tion. He did not think and reason world. Alexandria, whose rapid 
out his characters, he merely saw growth had ruined others, was 
and felt them. Probably he neither stolidly relapsing into her ancient 
knew nor cared whether in Hamlet· lethargy; her mighty dominion had 
he had figured a madman. That long since been crushed by Roman 
could only be decided by the uncer- power. The human mind had at-
tain limits and varying criteria of tained an eminence where it de-
succeeding generations. He simply manded a universal religion; it mat-
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tered not the methods used or the the screen that closes mortal v1s10n 
tenets preached; worship a one Om- from a world of light. 
nipotent it must and would; to itself A corrupt phase of Christianity, 
worship had developed into a hollow the religion of the empire, the farci-
mockery, and feasting at nature's cal embodiment of purity, using the 
banquet had become despoiled of holy shrom;l of priesthood to shelter 
every charm. There was a wild its infamy wrought more injury to 
medley of faiths and creeds. Har- its cause than centuries of religious 
mony of purpose had never had an reformation could overcome. 
existence and avarice was the instinc- In the beginning the Roman 
tive vice of a demoralized world. church made its fatal mist~ke. HaJ 
Wandering aimlessly and bewildered, it encouraged freedom of thought, 
the rpassc:s unconsciously drifted to individuality and education, it would 
the shrine of Christianity, there to soon have supplanted every religion 
commune with the Great Un- in existence. But · blinded by the 
known. lust of conquest, rejecting the most 
Rome, by means of Gothic tides blessed teachings of the master, it 
was slowly raising her prostrate form marched on year after year, foster-
from the sluggish state of enervation ing bigotry and crime and quenching 
into which she had fallen. But the the last few sparks of individuality 
ebb of these influences commenced that yet remained. 
at the Mediterranean, the fair south Is it remarkable then, that the 
as yet remained uncleansed. Pagans and Platonists, the philoso-
Alexans:Jria was the scene of re- phers and reasoners were hostile to 
ligious fermentation. Chri:a;tianity, this religion? Gradually had their 
relying chiefly upon ancient prophecy doctrines fallen into disuse and inch 
and mystic tradition; and Paganism, by inch they had been banished from 
trusting all to reason and the gods, a growing world. Wandering, help-
were vainly endeavoring to save a less and forsaken they rallied at last 
degenerated populace. Paganism at Alexandria, here to make their 
and Christianity! The embodiment last effort, here to establish an empo-
of enmity in a unity of purpose .. rium of knowledge, and here to die 
The Pagans, a proud resolute body worshiping the gods. They came 
of thinkers and philosophers, the to worship at the shrine of learning; 
learned portion of the world, delving they were new platonists whose ideal 
into the intricacies of ·erudition and was truth, which was attainable 
vainly endeavoring to solve the through the intercession of that Su-
metaphysical problems which per- perior Mind of which they had no 
plex the most enlightened philoso- conception. They looked for a 
phers of modern times; with un- temple, and the Museum offered its 
abashed zeal sought to draw aside spacious halls for their use; they solic-
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ited help and the learned portion of 
the world filed into their ranks; they 
asked for a leader and H ypatia, the 
exponent of beauty and knowledge, 
descended as a guardian angel, to 
direct them to the path of purest 
thought. 
Here they created and here they 
were destroyed. Hypatia commenc-
ed the work which was abandoned 
at her death. Her assassination 
chronicled the downfall of Paganism. 
In direct contrast to H ypatia we 
see Cyril the leader of the Alexan-
drian church, as the embodiment of 
hypocrisy, he stands unrivaled in the 
world's history. Ambitious, jealous, 
and narrow minded, he ever sought 
his own agrandizement at the sacri-
fice of the religi~n that shielded his 
infamy. Banishin·g his rivals, perse-
cuting his opponents, murdering his 
enemies, he became the symbol of 
human corruption of the fifth cen-
tury. Forever pursuing the aggres-
sive, never the last to "raise the ban-
ner of strife" he never laid it down 
until his enemies lay prostrate at his 
feet. While intrigue, arrogance and 
violence are proscribed as unchristian 
means, while bloodshed, persecution 
and barbarity are accounted as "un-
holy and unevangelic" the Christian 
church will condenm Cyril as one of 
the worst heretics against the spirit 
of the gospel. 
H ypatia as a leader was calm, 
resolute, unflinching. Ever keeping 
the beautiful at the goal of her 
efforts, she vainly sought to uplift 
the Epicurinn from the lethargy into 
which he had fallen to ask of him-
self the question "what am I, and 
where?" 
The moral outlaws that became 
her voluntary pupils were bound not 
more by her logic than her beauty. 
To them she was a moral enigma, 
that defied solution. Across the 
dark horizon of speculative doubt 
sped with meteor swiftness the bril-
liancy of her teaching, casting a ra-
dience that dispelled full many an 
atheistic cloud. · 
Dispising the fanaticism, which 
under the banner of Christianity, had 
been gnawing at the heart of Pagan-
ism with that insatiable lust that 
would only be satisfied with its life 
blood; she sprang to the rescue of 
her life's doctrine, and_ denounced a 
debauched priesthood which, under 
a hypocritical leader.was secretly en-
deavoring to obtain the Empirical 
rule of the province. 
Though falling short in her con-
ception of a god, she struggled to 
lead blind humanity from the stoic 
lethargy into which he had fallen to 
bask in the sunlight of advancing 
thought. 
Cyril and Hypatia! The ex-
tremes of an Epoch! The discords 
of an age. He, cold, tyranical, sub-
tle and morose. She, pure, holy, 
frank and beautiful. Here they 
stand the opposites in history. She, 
creative; he, destructive. She would 
perpetuate life and make it eternal. 
He would eliminate the existence of 
all but self and his associates. She 
is the upbuilder of intellect, the 
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cham.pion of truth. He is the de&-
troyer of justice, the iconoclast of 
faith. 
These are two actors that played 
upon the mighty Alexandrian stage. 
Their story is but a repetition of vir-
tue entering the lists against avarice 
and crime. 
The tragedy that closed Hypatia's 
career commands our attdntion, and 
as we study that death scene, our 
reverence for her becomes more 
intense. · Had she breathed her last 
upon some peaceful breast her name 
would scarcely have outlived its 
age. 
It is martyrdom that insures im-
mortality. In the destroyer's steps, 
there will spring up creations that 
defy his power. From every act of 
torture, some good is born; and 
every tea~ that falls upon the rack 
of pain becomes a flower along the 
pqth that leads to Heaven and 
God. 
Hypatia dies at the hands of a 
mob. She is the victim of ungov-
erned power. In the temple of God 
the deadly blow is struck. The 
walls of the · sanctuary are stained 
with her blood. She casts one ap-
pealing look to heaven, utters one 
cry of despair, and sinks upon the 
granite slabs a mangled corse. 
Cyril's plans are consumated. Ar-
rogance has triumphed over inno-
cence. The world mourns for its 
greatest benefactor. Paganism 
stunned by her death never rallies 
its forces. Though advocating an 
erroneous doctrine, the moral beauty 
3 
of Hypatia's life will fort:ver outshine 
the teaching of her fanatical perse-
cutors. 
M. z. FARWELL. 
VOICES OF THE' BIRDS. 
It is a characteristic habit of hu-
manity to deprecate that which is 
common or near at hand, and to be-
come enthusiastic over the rare and 
the remote. "Even a prophet is not 
without honor save in his own coun-
try." We ascribe marvelous attri-
butes to all that lies beyond our 
individual horizon, and regard the 
most fabulous tales of travelers with1 
scepticism, perhaps, but seldom quite 
with incredulity. 
The difficulty of appreciating the 
merit of any familiar thing, is per-
haps nowhere better illustrated than 
with reference to our native song 
birds. There is scarcely a school 
boy in the land who has not desired 
to hear the famous Nightingale and 
Skylark of Europe ; yet compara-
tively few even of the "children of an 
older growth" are aware of the fact 
that, perchance almost in their door-
yard, throughout the early summer, 
might be heard the matins and ves-
pers of a birci rivalling in many re-
spects either of these favorites, and 
only less celebrated than they. Ref-
erence is made to the Wood thrush, 
admitted, almost by common con-
sent, to be the most musical of all 
our songsters. Nor is this marvel-
ous little vocalist alone. He has at 
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least a dozen more. or less familiar 
associates that must be placed in the 
first rank; to say nothing of a whole 
host whose merit, though less, is by 
no means inconsiderable. 
Indeed so abundant and so widely 
distributed are our songsters, that it 
is difficult to account, except on the 
ground of sheer lack of appreciation, 
for the prevalent notion, that we 
have at home few feathered mllsi-
cians even of mediocre merit. That 
we have an abundance of most ex-
cellent songsters, a little attention to 
the observing faculties would demon-
strate to the most skeptical. 
It is the purpose of the present 
paper to discuss briefly the notes of 
members of the various orders, to 
point out the more conspicuous groups 
of native songsters, and to speak a 
little more at length .qf a few partic-
ularly noteworthy species. Begin-
ning with the lower orders and as-
cending the developmental scale, it 
will be observed that · a certain cor-
respondence pertains between mes-
phological differentiation and musical 
ability. Indeed, it is only in the 
highest order that birds universally 
recognized as true songsters are to 
be found. The so-called syrinx or 
vocal larynx, is largely developed 
only in the higher groups, reaching 
the greatest degree of complexity 
with the most highly · developed or-
der. 
Accordingly, all members of 
the highest sub-order are at least 
nominally, songsters, while all repre-
sentatives of the lowest order are en-
tirely unmusical and some few of 
them almost voiceless. 
Among the Pygopodes, or Divers, 
the Grebes are notoriously silent 
birds, while the Loon is only celebra-
ted for his wierd, unearthly "maniac 
laugh,"-which certainly is far 
enough from musical. 
The Lorgippenes (Gulls, Terns, 
etc.) have more varied, but scarcely 
more musical notes; whilt:: the Ste-
ganopodes, (Pelicans, Cormorants, 
etc.) are peculiarly silent birds. ,. 
The voices of the Lamellirostres 
(Dacho, Geese and their allies) are 
extreµiely varied; familiar examples 
being the not unmusical trumpeting 
of the Swan, the resonant "bark" 
of the Canada Goose, the pleasant 
wavering note of the "Brant," the 
shrill whistle of the Wood Duck, and 
the characteristic call-note of the 
Mallard. 
Advancing to the Grallitores or 
Wadus, we find some members pos-
sessed of notes almost deserving the 
name of song. The Rails have 
harsh, shrill voices; the tones of the 
Crane are wonderfully penetrating; 
the shrill cry of the Killdeer Plover 
is a not unmusical sound; while the 
Curlew is celebrated for its loud, 
melodious whistle. But the bird 
that stands preeminent among the 
Wadus, for notes that are song-like 
both in intonation and rendition, is 
our obscure little prairie rambler, 
the Bertramian Tattler. His soft 
yet piercing melody wavering gently 
almost from the clouds, greets the 
ear of the prai_rie tourist as the voice 
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of an unseen spirit of the air. If 
among the lowlier, songless birds 
there be a poet, this one is surely 
he. 
The Gallinae exhibit on the whole, 
greater vocal power than the last 
mentioned order, and their notes are 
strikingly characteristic. Chanti-
cleer's shrill alarm, the call-note of 
the Quail, and the "booming'' of the 
Pinnated Grouse are familiar illustra-
tions; though the latter can scarcely 
be called a vocal sound. 
The Columbidae are justly cele-
brated for their gentle cooing voices. 
The dolorous monotone of the Turtle 
Dove is perhaps the most mournful 
of bird notes; but in this case the 
interpretation put upon the sound is 
due rather to associations of ideas in 
the mind of the listener than to any 
corresponding spirit on the part of 
the bird. But perhaps the same 
remark would apply as well to all 
other sounds that we hear; so it need 
detract nothing from our estimate of 
the loving nature of the "gentle 
dove." 
Next in order, and most markedly 
in contrast, are the Raptores, or 
Birds of Prey. Quite in keeping 
with their habits are their shrill, 
harsh cries. Still there are some 
exceptions, as, for example, the Spar-
row Hawk, one of whose notes is 
not unpleasing; and several of the 
Owls, whose notes if distant and 
sombre are at least neither fierce nor 
startling. The little Red Owl, in-
deed, has a note that wavers tremu-
lously but clearly through the still 
night air in a key that is by no 
means unmusical. 
The "polymorphic group" Picariae 
includes a variety of families, whose 
voices are as varied and characteris-
tic as their forms. Of the Wood-
peckers, the Golden-wing with his 
clear scythe-whetting couplet, his 
excellent call-note, and his querulous 
love rhapsody is perhaps the most 
characteristic representative. Our 
Cuckoos have much the same indefi-
niteness and obscurity of note that 
has given celebrity to their English 
cousin. Like other mysterious her-
mits, they are supposed to be proph-
ets as well; whence · the popular 
name rain-crows,-which, however, 
is generally applied rather to the 
"wandering voice" than to its unseen 
author. The Humming birds have 
a little sibilant melody, almost too 
feeble to be called a song. But the 
best known bird of the order, and 
the one most nearly deserving the 
title of songster, is the Whippoorwill. 
Even more than the Cuckoo's, his is 
an impersonal voice; and while all 
have listened to his explosive vocifer-
ations, comparatively few have seen 
that sombre, yet not unhandsome 
man-fearing spirit of the night. 
At last we reach the largest and 
highest order, the Passores or Fu-
chuse proper. Of these the members 
of the lower sub-order, including the 
Flycatcher, do not equal in musical 
ability some of the groups already 
mentioned but in the Ascines the 
syrinx reaches its maximum develop-
ment and the true songsters appear. 
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It has been said that all of the Asci- misnomer. He has one of the clear-
nes are nominally songsters. Indeed est, mellowest of whistles, and this, 
the name can be applied without together with his beautiful plumage 
limitation to some members of every and his domestic habits perhaps en-
family in this sub-order, except the title him ,to first place in the popu-
lowest. Even this one can scarcely lar estimation. His song. alone, 
be said to be devoid of musical abili- however, though decidedly pleasing, 
ty, since it numbers among its mem- would by no means entitle him to 
hers the versatile and garrulous Jay. this position. The Orchard Oriole, 
With the Ictuidae, or American less known though equally abundant, 
Starlings, we reach the first family is a far finer songster. His varied 
of true songsters. Here are the notes have a peculiar jingling ring, 
Grackles, the Fieldlark, the Orioles and are unsurpassed in vivacity and 
and that rollicking exuberant little joyousness by those of any other 
bundle of vivacity, the Bobolink. species; indeed, they.are only equaled 
The Grackles boast no songster of by a single one-the Bobolink. The 
the first rank, yet their notes are va- latter is indeed a marvelous songster. 
ried and not unpleasant; some of According to the judgment of com-
them are even musical. The Field- petent critics, he has in his peculiar 
lark is in very truth a songster; but methods, no equal in the world. 
his notes are not the same through- His song, however, is too well \rnown 
out the territory that he frequents. and too generally appreciated to re-
In the east, he has a listless, feeble, quire comment. 
pensive whistle; but in the "wild Standing next in order, is the 
free west" his song rings out in the group Fringillidae, or Finches. 
spring and early summer, the loudest, This is truly a family of songsters, 
clearest,· richest of bird melodies. and so numerous are its meritorious 
Here in Iowa, being, as it were, upon vocalists that it is difficult to select 
the dividing line, we are visited by the few most worthy of individual 
both varieties and favored with both mention. One ·of the most charac-
songs. teristic and interesting of these is 
The Orioles, combining as they do the Towhee Bunting. His half-shy 
all the traits that appeal to populari- disposition and his jaunty attire 
ty, are deserving of particular atten- make him quite a general favorite; 
tion. We have here but two spe- and his songs-for he has several of 
cies, the sombre yet -handsome black them-are more varied and musical 
and chestnut Orchard Oriole, and the than is commonly supposed. One 
gaudy, golden Baltimore. The lat- of these in particular has all the 
ter is commonly known as the Hang- clearness of a silver bell, but its au-
nest, Firebird, or English Robin, thor seems aware of its superi-
the last of which is a most egregious ority and rarely produces it ex-
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cept in some secluded vista of the 
wood. 
Even more elegant in his attire, 
and far more familiar in habit, is the 
Indigo Finch. He chants the choicest 
strains of his vivacious song from the 
tree tops in the door yard; and his 
notes are heard throughout the sum-
mer, when most other songsters have 
yielded to the somnolent influence of 
the season. 
Quite as familiar and handsome as 
the last, and far surpassing him in 
the richness of his melody, is the 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak. He is not 
the most co~stant nor the most per-
sistent of singers, but for plaintive 
mellowness of tone his loud, clear 
voice is not surpassed, and he ~es-
erves to rank very high as a songster. 
Perhaps the most untiring of all the 
singers, is the trim little Black-throat 
Bunting. Unfortunately, his chant is 
by no means a melodious one, but 
it is at least vigorous and enthusiastic, 
and contrasts pleasantly with the 
general lassitude of the summer 
songsters. 
The Fox-colored, White-crowned, 
and Song Sparrows are deserving of 
particular mention, but their ally, the 
Lark Finch, surpasses them all as a 
vocalist, and is perhaps the most 
meritorious, as he is the most charac-
teristic of western songsters. His 
notes are extremely- varied, and, 
though not particulary loud, are 
clear, penetrating and withal remark-
ably pleasing. 
Passing by the Shrikes, which 
are by no means devoid of vocal 
4 
powers, we reach a clearly defined 
group of tolerably abundant little 
songsters, the Vireos. Their habits, 
forms, and methods are peculiarly 
their own, and their songs are equal-
ly charateristic. Two of the most 
familiar species, the Red-eyed and 
the Warbling Vireos, sing constantly 
throughout the summer, the one in 
the deep · secluded woodlands, the 
other, in the trees about the door-
yard. Their easy, rippling, pecu-
liarly nonchalant warblings have be-
come so familiar as to seem a 
necessary part of Nature's summer 
harmony. 
Space barely permits mention of 
the scarlet Tanager whose flame 
flashing through the woodland gives 
us a glimpse of tropic beauty; of 
the yellow-brested Chat-the bird 
comedian, ventriloquist and acrobat-
who is truly a genius in his way; of 
the petite little Wood Warblers, 
some of which are excellent vocalists; 
and of the aspiring, sky-haunting 
Shoe Lark. Even those voluble 
little enthusiasts, the Wrens, must be 
dismissed with only a word; but we 
can scarcely pass those marvelous 
little vocalists, the Knights, without 
a more specific notice. The§e tiny 
musicians, seeming scarcely larger 
than bees, as they dart about in the 
tree tops, produce a loud, clear mel-
odious warble that would do credit 
to a far larger performer. Their 
song is entirely devoid of artistic 
settings ;they do not poise and hesitate 
as do many more ambitious singers, 
but the varied complicated notes 
ro6 EDITORIAL. 
seem to ripple unaided from their 
tiny throats as crystal water from a 
perpetual founf. 
We have noted many songsters of 
transcendent merit, yet we have only 
reached the singers par excellence,-
the Thrushes. · 
True, the most common and the 
best known of these, is rarely men-
tioned as a great vz'rtuoso; yet to a 
person in the right mood, what can 
be more pleasant, more sympathetic 
then the Robin's vesper? A slow 
measured chant rather then a :song, 
breathing of joy and praise, yet not 
unmixed with sadness,-in fact per-
vaded through and through with a 
melancholy strain that, combined 
with the joyousness that seems to 
prompt the refrain, appeals to the heart 
of him who listens, as from one sym-
pathizing with his sorrows, or exult-
ing if he exult. 
It is this sympathy with all moods 
and passions, a something that finds 
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It would be well for students to 
As a family, they are songsters; 
some species are artists; certain in-
dividuals are geniuses. As much as 
this probably cannot be said of any 
other family of birds; consequently, 
the Turdidae must rank first amongst 
our feathered vocalists. 
In substantiation of this statement, 
we need only mention the name of 
the Hermit and Wood Thrushes, the 
Catbird, Brown Thrush, and the far 
famed Mockbird. 
pause occasionally in their work and 
consider just what they are gaining. 
There is a tendency among us to 
learn our lessons without making the 
truths contained therein our own. 
Those who ha Ye had some experience 
in college work realize, sooner or later, 
that it is impossible for an ordinary 
mind to retain clearly, for any length 
of time, any considerable portion of 
the facts upon which we are called to 
recite. Yet could more study be 
induced by a real desire for know!-
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edge rather than a dread of falling 
behind the class much more perma-
nent knowledge and mental strength 
might be gained. Too often a stu-
dent sees the printed words, hears 
the truth in the class ;room, or even 
reads it aloud without really grasping 
any great part of the idea. The half 
assimilated truth is hurriedly crowd-
ed into the memory there to remain 
with an already large mass of unas-
sorted and useless knowledge. 
Often the meaning of the sentence 
is obscured by a single uncompre-
hended term. But so much do we 
prefer mental drudgery to intelligent 
progress that we often read over 
page after page of half comprehended 
matter without making the slight ef-
fort necessary to bring the truths 
clearly before our minds. The re-
sult is weariness and disgust instead 
of enthusiasm and pleasure. 
Are pupils alone to blame for this 
too common state of affairs, or is 
there some defect in our educational 
system ? College and common 
schools suffer alike in this respect. 
One of the best educators in the 
West, commenting upon the general 
indifference of pupils to mental ad-
vancement, remarked that he thought 
the cause lay in the excess of supply 
of mental food over the natural crav-
ing for information. The mind is 
fed before it is hungry. This, with 
the fact that to many knowledge has 
never been made really attPactive, 
probably accounts for a large share 
of the cramming done in our· schools 
and colleges .. 
No fact read or listened to is 
knowledge until it is made an idea by 
association with some other fact al-
ready comprehended and remem-
bered. Just so far as educators and 
pupils believe and pratice this, a col-
lege education will mean the best 
and most complete preparation for a 
life of usefulness and progress. 
--0--
JUNIOR EXHIBITION. 
Accoreing to our usual custom 
the Spring Term of school at the I. 
A. C. closed with Junior Exhibition 
June 24th. The chapel was decorat-
ed by the Senior Class after an al-
most entirely new design and said by 
many to look very beautiful. The 
windows on the rostrum were hid from 
view by white curtains above which 
hung red drapery looped with gold 
bands. In front, between the pillars, 
and on an arch twined with smilax, 
in white immortelles letters, was the 
class motto A Posse ad Esse. Sus-
pended from the center of the arch 
was a bell, also covered with white 
immortelles, with '86 in red figures 
on the side toward the audience. At 
either side of the pillars was tinted 
drapery gracefully. hung under the 
direction of Miss Gertrude Wynn. 
Ferns and cut flowers added finish 
and beauty to the whole. 
Notwithstanding the threatening 
aspect of the weather, the chapel 
was crowded, and besides people 
from the surrounding country, a few 
alumni were present together with 
many visitors from Des Moines, 
Boone and other places. 
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A few minutes after eight o'clock 
the class were conducted on the stage 
by Pres. Leigh Hunt and Prof.Wynn. 
The Invocation was pronounced in 
Prof. Wynn's usual earnest tone and 
followed by music by the college 
choir. 
Mr. W. E. Gamble was the first 
speaker on the program and although 
he was only informed a short time 
before that he would speak first, he 
was perfectly self possessed and de-
livered his oration on "A False Idea" 
in a manner creditable to himself and 
to his class. We have not room for 
lengthy quotations and can only give 
a few sentences. 
"The strong minds of a people are 
the ones that · rule them. Public 
opinion may feel a new idea but it 
takes a master mind to formulate it. 
* * Toiling side by side with these 
expounders of new ideas, women have 
ever been the woof in the fabric of 
thought; gentle, yet courageous, 
weak yet strong, a pupil yet the 
world's teacher." 
Mr. Haviland followed with a 
carefully written oration on "Repub-
licanism Imperishable." He showed 
the mistakes which republics have 
made causing their downfall; but in 
spite of their failures others have 
sprung up. 
"The history of the past points 
prophetically to the future. The 
past events of our republic rises 
before us and we see success on 
every hand.·. The present stretches 
far into the distant and we are start-
led at the wondrous strides with 
which she 1s approaching perfec-
tion." 
Music-"Overture to Tancredi," 
an instrumental trio by Misses John-
son, Wright, and Thomas. 
Mr. A. W. Sherman takes his 
position and, though embarrassed at 
first, gradually becomes interested 
in his subject and appears more at 
ease. His subject, "The Scientist 
and Philosopher,". was well handled 
in showing the reform wrought in 
Scientific and Philosophic circles by 
Charles Darwin. · · 
"We pause in reverence before the 
names of such men as Brown, Wal-
lace and Huxley. We praise them 
for what they have done. We hon-
or them for their integrity. Their 
untiring perseverance has immortal-
ized their names; but Darwin's more 
resplendent genius has made him the 
central figure of science." 
Mr. J. James' name appeared next 
on the program but although prepar-
ed a sore throat prevented him 
from speaking. His oration, enti-
tled "Mirabeau the Sovereign Man," 
is very praiseworthy and it is to be 
regretted that he could not deliver it. 
"The eyes of the world are turned 
toward France and light on Mirabeau. 
Mirabeau, the outcast, . the convict, 
the libertine! Tossed by tern pestuous 
winds that ever blow, to-day fugitive 
from "sunny France," to-morrow re-
called and lauded to the skies, he 
stands cf strange anomaly." 
"Environment," by Miss Norma 
Hainer, was delivered in a pleasant and 
easy style. She deserves great cred-
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• it for the way in which she per- teaching; for how could the soul vi-
formed her part in the evening's en- brate with the tones of truth and 
tertainment. · beauty if no higher aspirations than 
"That our education begins with earth allowed were offered." 
the cradle and ends at the grave, is Music-Piano and Organ Duett 
often said; but our characters in the by Misses Athearn and Poyneer. 
main are fashioned in their essential "Modern Philosophy," by Mr. H. 
features by the time we reach the S. Williams, came next, showing 
second decade of our lives. Fortun- thorough and careful preparation. 
ate the individual whose youth is Guarded sentiment and freedom from 
spent in an atmosphere pervaded by ranting was a characteristic of this 
influences just, virtuous, sincere and as well as the rest of the program. 
faithful." "Progress forever follows where 
Music-"Grand Military Gallop, philosophy has cleared the way; and 
by Mrs. Halstead and Miss Athearn. modern philosophy, be it true or false, 
Mr. G. W. Green, on "Southern ,is leading the grandest movement 
Conservatism," pointed out clearly the world has ever seen.'' 
and forcibly the difference between Mr. M. Z. Farwell then gave a 
the opinions and surroundings of the masterly production on the "Ex-
South and the North. He showed tremes of an Epoch." As it will be 
that education alone is that which will given in full in another department 
finally close the breach between • of this issue comments on thoughts 
the North and South. are unnecessary. His manner of de-
"The character of individuals re- livery was earnest and pleasing and 
veals the character of the community Class '86 may feel that by him they 
or of the nation, and no community have been well represented. 
or nation can reach a higher standard Mr. Will B. Hunter, although the 
of excellence than that of its citizens." last speaker on the program, present-
Miss Mary Bower followed with ed his oration, "Prince of Orators," 
one of the most remarkable produc- to a tired audience in such a manner 
tions of the evening. "Poet Soul" that he held their attention through 
was peryaded throughout by a mu- out. We were not able to obtain his 
sical rythm that is a characteristic paper, so can not give notes. 
of all of Miss Bowers' writing.. On the whole Class '86 may justly 
Her delivery was smooth and distinct, consider their entertainment a success. 
but a little more life toward the close . Every thing passed off smoothly and 
might have improved it. orderly. A piece of music by the 
* * * "Vice repentance, and bless'- college band followed by the Bene-
ing. Grander truth was never taught. diction by Prof. Wynn closed a 
Grander \theme was never sung. pleasing · and instructive entertain-
This is .:~the culmination of poetic ment. 
5 
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Miss Waterbury, the lady who 
drilled them on delivery, by her un-
tiring perserverance and pleasant ap-
pearance won the respect and esteem 
of all who met her. 
---o>---
EXCHANGE NOTES. 
Many of our exchanges sent out 
last ·month their last issue of the col-
lege year; as we are just half through 
with ours this issue, our "X" column 
for the next two or three months will 
necessarily be short. 
We quote the following from the 
May No. of the Fayette C ollegz'an: 
"From an anti-woman's suffrage ar-
ticle, in the Vanderbilt Observer, we 
quote the following which the writer 
possibly meant for an argument: 
'According to the way I look at it 
there has never been upon earth a 
government whose" reins were white 
enough to be held by the hand of a 
woman.' True, 'Zero' but you 
know what a hatred of dirt mother 
has? Well, she wouldn't have hold 
of the reins very · long ere they 
would be purified and father wouldn't 
dare soil them again either." 
Dr. Bissell, Pres. of the Upper Iowa 
University, after a term of office of 
I 3 years: has presented his resigna-
tion'to the Board of Trustees. 
The change in management of the 
Collegiate, Franklin College, Ind., 
spoken of last month, has taken place. 
The May No. comes to us much 
improved in form and appearance. 
The columns, too, contain much 
better material than before. The 
general tone of the whole paper 
shows the lively interest taken by 
the editorial staff. 
The University Press, (Madison, 
Wis.) contains a most excellent ar-
ticle on "The Social Problem." It 
was awarded the prize at their Junior 
Contest, June 5th. The sentences 
are forcible, rounded, and full. 
Its author, Miss Griswold, shows a 
capability of handling her subject in 
a most efficient manner. The stu-
dents and alumni of the University 
are domg all in their power to frus-
trate the efforts of some of the Board 
of Regents to remove Pres. Bascom 
from his position. 
"Truth's Waterloo" stands con-
spicuous among the several good 
articles of the last No. of the Woos-
ter C ollegz'an. 
The Student's Farm 'Journal, edit-
ed by the Agricultural and Horti-
cultural Association of this place, is 
an index of the earnestness and zeal 
exhibited by the young men of that 
department. Its editorals are just 
what the people of to-day demand, 
short, spicy and to the point. Its 
columns are full of practical sugges-
tions for farmers. It has also a Do-
mestic Economy Department, which 
should make it as valuable to the 
farmer's wife as to himself. 
Tho Kalamazoo College, Mich., 
has been obliged to close its doors 
after the present term on account of 
lack of funds. 
Wheaton College, 111., has com-
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pleted its twenty-fifth year. The in Rome" the Saturday evening 
students, friends and alumni celebrat- before the term closed. 
ed the quarter centennial on the day -Miss Harrie Hutton attended 
preceding their recent commence- the Musical Concert given by 
ment. Thomas' Orchestra in Des Moines 
An article in the last No. of the June 10th. 
Si'mpsoni'an, entitled "A Serious Es- -Miss Athearn will spend her 
say," contains facts that are too true. vacation with Prof. Bessey's at 
The writer has evidently, like many Lincoln, Nebraska. · 
other students, been in contact with --Prof. Halsted and family and 
the "cold, cold world" and is getting Mrs. Budd have gone to Spirit Lake 
tired of the oft repeated remarks for a few weeks. 
made to college graduates. -The lawn has been cross- barr-
The Illz"na pleads for more litera- ed with whitewash for the accom-
ture in its curriculum and begs for modation of Lawn Tennis. 
an instructor in rhetoric. We fully -Miss Woodberry, teacher of 
sympathize with the students of Ill. elocution from Callanan College, 
University, and hope their wants Des Moines, drilled the Juniors for 
may be realized. the exhibition. She has reason to 
be proud of her work. 
~e)el~t. -The creation of the new Ladies' 
-The Exhibition is over. 
-And the tiredJuniors may now 
rest. 
-Alumni Meeting will be held 
August 2 I st, 
-And Prof. Swing will speak in 
chapel Sunday, Aug. 2 3d. 
--The lawn mower has begun an 
active campaign. 
-The top of the new wind mill 
peers over the veterinary barn. 
-They talk about vi'gorous 
onions at the Faculty table. 
-Miss Etta Budd is visiting her 
brother at Shellsburg. 
-Col. Sanford gave us "Walks 
Course necessitates the employment 
of a teacher in elocution. 
-A partition has been made 
across the old post office and now 
the girls are provided with chewing 
gum through the back window. 
-The entire Minister's Conven-
tion consisting of about thirty Metho-
dist ministers, came up from Ames 
June I oth. They looked over the 
grounds and interested themselves 
in the military dress parade until 
their return to town after chapel ex-
ercises. 
-Mr. Leonard, a Freshman, had 
the misfortune to have his ankle 
broken on the stairs a few weeks 
ago. He and another boy "had hold 
of each other and he fell down." 
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He stayed only a short time after 
the accident. 
-The Misses Gerte and Luta 
Poyneer were visitors during the 
closing week of the term. They 
have not increased in stature, but 
are invested with all the dignity of 
the school ma'am. 
-Prof. Stanton and family and 
Miss McDonald left the college at 
the close of the term for an. extend-
ed trip east, which will last through 
the college vacation. They go di-
rectly from here to Scranton, Pa., 
where they will visit Prof. Stanton's 
relatives, after which they expect to 
go to New Y?rk. 
-About thirty boys will spend 
their vacation at the college. They 
think that between strawberry festi-
vals, circuses, and going down town 
all the spare evenings they can man-
age to put in the time untilJuly 22d. 
-Prof. Knapp has been granted 
a year's leave of absence from the 
college, during which time his son 
Herman, who has declined a profess-
orship in the Dakota Agricultural 
College, will take his place and at-
tend to matters pertaining to the 
farm. Prof. Knapp goes to the 
South as overseer of a large planta-
tion near St, Charles, La., as well 
as to the prosecution of special 
studies which he has long been de-
sirious of undertaking. He goes 
south before September and his 
family expect to follow in a short 
time. 
-Mr. Brooks, who was taken 
sick the first week of the term, only 
recovered sufficiently to return to his 
home about two weeks ago. He 
leaves the following testimonial of 
gratitude: 
"To the Officers and. Students of 
the I. A. C.:-My mother and I 
wish to express our heartfelt thanks 
for the faithful attendance and many 
kindnesses which we , received at 
their hands, and also for the entirely 
unlooked for help which they ren-
dered me by paying the pleasant 
and skillful college physician for his 
attendance upon me. We shall ever 
hold all the inmates of the college 
in grateful remembrance, hoping 
that should affiiction visit any of 
them while among strangers they 
will find as many good Samaritans 
to care for them as I have found in 
this place. W. E. BRooKs, 
Greenfield, Iowa. 
-Mr. Schemerhorn of the Sopho-
more class was the only victim of 
the HzS this term. He tried to es-
cape, and in doing so put on one of 
the hoods rather hurriedly, after which 
he was taken to the outside air 
where he soon recovered. 
-Miss Sinclair, who has been 
preceptress at the college for a num-
ber of years, has been compelled by 
the ill health of some of her family, 
to whose care she feels it her duty 
to go-to resign her position. The 
news of her departure was received 
with much regret by all connected 
with her at the college. On the day 
following the close of school she de-
parted for her home in Jonesville, 
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~ich., accompanied . by the best character. In the morning the lov-
w1shes of her many friends. ing hands of the bride's mother, aid-
-One of the happiest events THE ed by two lady friends, decorated 
AURORA has been called upon to re- the c~ancel of the cm.urch with a 
cord this year is the marriage of profus10n of the flowel"s which the 
Pres. Leigh Hunt to Miss Jessie bounty of June just now so lavishly 
Noble. We clip the !ollowing ac- affords. The especial floral offerings 
count of the ceremony from the Iowa of June, roses, fems, and water lilies 
State Register of June 26th: made up the flowers employed. The 
. 'J?her~ was a quiet wedding of semi-~ircula~ chancel! itself such a 
d1stmgmshed parties at St. Paul's beautiful picture, lighted ,by its 
Episcopal Church yesterday after- numerous stained-glass windows, 
noon-the celebration of the nuptials was made more lovely by the garni-
of Mr. Leigh Hunt, President ofthe ture of blossoms and green. The 
Iowa Agricultural College, and Miss altar, at the rear of the chancel, was 
Jessie Noble, the eldest daughter of banked with masses of roses and 
Mr. and Mrs: H. A. Noble, and ferns, the hundreds of rose-buds con-
known as one of the fairest of Des trasting finely with the darker foli-
Moines' daughters. The prominence age of the graceful ferns. The rail 
in the State and in society of Mr. was wound with garlands of ever-
Hunt, and the equal prominence and greens. In the front of the chancel 
popularity of Miss Noble in social were stands covered with a profusion 
circles, invested the event with a of water lilies, greatly .heightened 
good de~l of interest. The fact of in their beauty and purity by con-
the coming marriage has been kept tra?ting plants of palm. The deco-
from the public, and was known to rations were exquisite in their beauty, 
very few until within the last few but was all the quick work of half an 
days. A quiet simple wedding suit- hour . ~nd a few loving hands; the 
ed the taste of all concerned in it, prevatlmg beauty of the floral splen-
and so a quiet and simple and there- dors 10f June at its height made it an 
fore one of the most beautiful of easy task. The stately church, itself 
weddings was had. No invitation; so graceful and eloquent in its beauty, 
were issued, and no mere formalities needed but these touches of natural 
resorted to. A few of the near and beauty to make it a noble place for 
most intimate friends of Mr. Hunt a marriage scene, in every way 
and the family of the _bride, including worthy _of the young people who 
several children, and pet baby friends, came to 1t to become man and wife. 
attended at the church to witness It was the first bride and the initial 
the ceremonies. It was an informal wedding of the new church, and it 
affair throughout, and therefore was was a bride and a marriage worthy 
of the most pleasing and delightful of such association with the edifice. 
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The friends had gathered in the following people: Nfr. and Mrs. E. 
church at 2 :I 5. Soon after the H. Conger, and Miss Laura Conger; 
mother of the bride entered the Mrs. Van Antwerp and daughters; 
church. escorted by Master Harold Mrs. Ella Gray; Mr. and Mrs. C. F. 
Clarkson, accompanied by Mrs. Meek, and little Helen; Mr. and Mrs. 
Logan, her sister, and her aunt Mrs. Jacob Rich; Mr. and Mrs. R. P. 
Henry. At 2 :30, the time set for Clarkson, and little Bertha and Miss 
the wedding, Rev. Dr. Van Antwerp, Mary Peters; Messrs. Marcus Kav-
with Miss Crowly at the organ, ap- naugh and W. A. Jones, and Drs. 
peared on the altar from the vestry, Eschbach and Brubaker, and Mr. 
beginning the beautiful marriage and Mrs. J. S. Clarkson and little 
service of-the Episcopal Church with Grosvenor 
the usual prayer. Then Mr. Hunt, After the few miuutes spent in 
attended by Mr. Theron Noble,. congratulations, nearly all the friends 
brother of the bride, as best man, ap- in attendance accompanied the bridal 
proached from the vestry, when the party to the Northwestern railway 
organ sounded forth the Wedding station, leaving the -church to the 
March from Lohengrin, and the music of Mendelssohn's Wedding 
bridal party, led by the ushers, Coker March. At the train loving good-
and Harold Clarkson, came up the byes were given, and the departing 
central aisle, the bride escorted by couple showered with good wishes 
her father, and attended by her expressed in hearty words, andwith 
brother and sister, Josie and Hallie. the old-fashioned and pretty custom 
Advancing to the altar rail they of handfuls of rice thrown after them 
were met by the Rector and Mr. for good luck. 
Hunt, when the impressive words Mr. and Mrs. Hunt are so well 
were pronounced which made the known to Des Moines society, an<;[ 
happy pair man and wife. The indeed in the social circles of the 
friends rose from their seats when State, and so highly regarded for 
the bridal party entered, and remain~ their rare personal worth and varied 
ed standing during the ceremony, at intellectual accomplishmen.ts, that it 
the conclusion of which Mr. and Mrs. is superfluous to say that this is a 
Hunt turned and came down into union of young people who represent 
the nave of the church to meet their the best there is in Iowa life. Mr. 
friends and receive their congratula- Hunt, very early in his years has 
tions. The bridal pair were dressed gained a wide reputation· and high 
in traveling costume, and the ladies · rank as an educator, who has estab-
among the friends in quiet visiting lished more than State and National 
dresses and the gentlemen in busi- fame, and who bids fair to grow into 
ness suits. The party included, be- one of the most useful of men. He 
sides those already mentioned, the has gained for a wife, from one of 
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the first of Iowa families, one who is 
.richly accomplished in every intel-
lectual and social gr·ace, trained in a 
loving home, educated abroad, a duti-
ful and affectionate daughter, who 
will prove to him a helpmeet in fact 
in every good work that his duties 
in life or her own hands may find to 
do. Des Moines society had no 
prouder gift to bestow on any one 
than President Hunt has won in 
marriage. The good wishes of all 
Des Moines will follow them through 
life. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hunt go to the 
Eastern States to spend a month, 
when they return to Ames, to take 
up their ;esidence, and Mr. Hunt'to 
resume hi~ duties with the reassem-
bling of the College in August. 
As our honored president and his 
.1ewly wedded wife start out upon 
their life's journey together we unite 
with a host of college friends in 
wishing them a long and happy life, 
and unlimited prosperity. 
OFFICERS. 
'7 4. 0. P. McCray, President. 
'7 2. E.W. Stanton, Secretary and 
Treasurer. 
'72. John L. Stevens, 
'73. D. A. Dent, 
'74. C. D. Boardman, 
'75. C. H. Lee, 
'76. A. P. Barker, 
'77. F. vV. Booth, 
'78. Emma McHenry, 
'79. Alice Whited, 
'80. Carrie C. Lane, 
'8 r. R. J. Hopkins, 
'82. C. F. Saylor, Vice-Presidents. 
--0--
-'79. J. M. Waugh was a visit-
or at the Junior Exhibition. 
-'84. Edna Bell has secured a 
position as teacher at West Union. 
· -'78, '84. Cards are out for the 
wedding of Prof. J. C. Hainer and 
Miss Addie Rice. 
-'82. Della Neal is one of the 
many who expect to be at the col-
lege for the Alumni Reunion. Miss 
Neal is still in the office of her uncle 
at Lawrence, Kansas. 
-'8 r. "Tommv" Shearer took a 
., 
vacation and came up to the college 
during Junior Exhibition week. THE 
AURORA thinks of issuing a supple-
ment each month so as to be able to 
record all his visits. 
-'82,'84. Barney Marsh and Miss 
Ione Weatherby have apparently 
come to a joint conclusion that single-
ness is not always bliss. Their con-
tract for a life partnership was sign-
ed June 16th. We extend our heart-
iest congratulations. 
-'8 1. Miss Nellie Bell goes to 
Missouri Valley, Harrison Co., as 
assistant principal of the school at 
that place. Her work begins in 
September. 
-'83. Rollin M. Hunter, during 
his summer vacation spent at home, 
called at the college to see if there 
were yet any familiar faces among 
those he would meet. Mr. Hunter 
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is still dispensing "legal lore" at Wall beamed brightly, while without the 
Lake, Sac Co. snow fell thick and fast, covering the 
-'76. W. M. James sends his 
dollar all the way from El Paso, 
Texas, and thinks he will speak 
"face to face" with his Alma Mater 
when it is time for the Alumni to 
gather there. 
grass to the depth of half an inch. 
But old Boreas' antic disposition is 
seldom manifested in that way, and 
summer succeeds winter so nearly 
and winter is so loth to relinquish 
his empire that the last few frozen 
flakes of the Frost King seem to 
-'84. J. F. Armstrong put in an tardily melt into tears at his leaving. 
appearance about supper time the I think you who dwell in less posi-
evening of the Exhibition. "Army," rive latitudes do not appreciate the 
at least, seems to be doing his best change of seasons and welcome the 
toward fulfilling the class prophecy throbbing pulses of nature in the 
concerning him, and gives us his spring as do the inhabitants of more 
word that he is "doing nothing as frigid climates. The uninterrupted 
usual." repose in winter here, save the social 
· -From away up in Minnesota jollity which animates Christmas-
comes, this month, a white-winged tide, makes the approach· of spring 
messenger bringing the wherewithal appreciated as in no more southern 
to -cheer "ye weary local" in the state. There is a continual round of 
never ending struggle for "one item gaiety during the long winter, until 
more." Such substantial sympathy Lenten shade o'ermasters mirth and 
is what we need, and gratefully pleasure and long train loads of the 
acknowledging its receipt we give it favored of fortune leave for the 
to the public: balmy South where "brighter suns 
MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., June 7, '8 S· dispense serener light." But you 
MR. EDITOR:-! am told that THE wished me to write up the boys and 
AURORA wants a few words from 
the boys who have espoused as their 
future home "the wonderful city" 
away up in "L'Etoile du Nord." 
"Would I kindly write the boys 
up?' In obedience to this request I 
.sit me down this beautiful June after-
noon to exchange whereabouts with 
•our Alma Mater. Let me see; one 
month ago to-day we spent all Sun-
day indoors, in close communion with 
a hard-coal burner, through the 
windows of which the anthracite 
here I am like a real estate man 
"booming the city!" 
The month of roses, 1885, finds 
seven of the former Ames boys resi~ 
dents of this "wonderful city," rep-
resenting at once various interests 
and type. We might call upon some 
of them if you are not- tired. If you 
will ascend the elevator to the third 
floor in a Nicollet a venue block and 
enter the office on the door of which 
is "S. M. Hewett, Bridge Builder," 
you would probably see first of all 
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'·Andy's" smiling countenance, were neapolis police. He is familiarly 
it not for the fact that "Andy" is known as "Blondy," "La Pompa-
down near his old home in your dour" and "George," but we all 
state at present endeavoring to secure know him as Geo. Caven. He has 
a pri·vate contract. It is supposed reached his beau ideal-journalism-
that no other bridge men are "onto and is doing splendidly at it. 
it," and those who know him best Almost any Sunday, if you were 
are sure he will succeed fully. here, you might see Charlie Keffer, 
"Andy" is the traveling man of the who is Ass't. Prof. in Horticulture 
concern and is very successful in se- at the State University located here, 
curing bridge contracts-has been a the farm of which is in suburban 
year and a half in the business and solitude to the extent of about six 
likes it. miles. Charley says their depart-
"Mary Jane" (Riggs) is also here, -ment here is not to be compared 
and almost any day may be seen with yours at Ames, but that he has 
hard at work draughting or making a splendid lot of cabbages, the desti-
"blue prints" of a bridge to span nation of which is, I believe, a few 
some tributary of the "Father of barrels of sauer-kraut "shust for sick-
Waters." "Mary" is comparatively ness." He likes his work, but says 
new at the business, but has a good it is lonesome and comes in Sundays 
''lay out," only his heart is shivered to see the boys. 
kom time to time by the charms of There are two more whom I 
some northern belle. "Mary" is at often see, A. E. Nash of '8 I, and J. 
last susceptible. D. Shearer of '79. Mr. Nash may 
A. M. Allen, or, as he is better be seen any day about I I; 00 A. M. 
known, "Dolly," you will find with J. at the Chamber of Commerce, buy-
D. Springer, attorney of the M. & ing wheat "on change" for S. W. 
St. L. Ry. "Dolly" is now quite a Serl. Ed. is the only married one of 
railroad lawyer, and having the com- the lot, and he has a nice little home 
plete confidence of Mr. Springer it is in the suburbs with a pretty wife to 
easy to see that his future welfare is face him at table-we knew her as 
assured and his success is indentical Phoebe Geddes--and they have two 
with that of the M. & St. L. Ry. little ones to make home pleasant. 
"Dolly" deserves his success and his Mr. Shearer, whom we allcall "Jim," 
friends will be delighted at his rapid is of the firm of Finch & Shearer, 
advancement. lawyers, in Hennepin block, and is 
The Minneapolis Daily Tribuneis doing very nicely. He still retains 
well represented, in at least one of its his old college vice of "fiddling in 
reportorial departments, by a good- leisure moments." 
looking youth who has the reputa- As regards your humble servant 
tion of being a favorite of tl}e Min- little need be said. He has lots of 
7 
II8 DIRECTORY 
leisure time--his occupation, that of 
shoveling snow, has gone; nature is 
kind and the free lunch counter is 
not denied him; he enjoys the birds 
and flowers as much as any, and 
when business opens up again he 
will flourish as the green bay tree. 
Take us as a class and we form a 
happy, mirthful set of table-mates 
and live content in single blessedness. 
We learn that Bertie Carson and 
Aggie West have secured positions 
in our city schools and will join us 
in Sept. We think strongly of 
starting an Alumni Society with this 
nucleus of membership. We doubt 
not that it would soon assume large 
numerical proportions. 
In conclusion let me urge you to 
visit Minneapolis; Brother Alumni 
settle in Minneapolis where the Falls 
of St. Anthony, whose power is sec-
ond only to Niagara, drive the larg-
est flouring mills in the world. 
Come ,md see the beautiful Lake 
Minnetonka, which from June until 
September flutters with white-wing-
ed pleasure boats, laden with the 
votaries of pleasure from ali parts of 
the country-where the Falls of 
Minnehaha sparkle and spray just as 
they did long ago when the immor-
tal poet comemorated their pictur-
esque beauty, as their waters leaped 
down the cliff to join the "Father of 
Waters" in the then unknown region 
of the "west wind" when, 
"No dint of hoof no:· i>rint of bot 
Lay in the wild luxnrh11t soil; 
rfhe ,\~eary air wa::, 1 n ute.:' 
"TRAMP." 
CLIOLIAN. 
The Cliolian Literary Society is the only 
ladies' society in the i. A. C. • This societ~ 
holds literary sessions every Saturday even-
ing. Its object is the improvement and cul-
ture of ladies in literary work. Visitors are 
cordia!ly welcomed. Officers are as follows: 
Lydia Schrcckengast, President. 
Hilda Becker, Vice President. 
Gertrude \Vynn, Recording Secretary. 
Ollie Wilson, Corresponding Secretary. 
Esther Crawford, Treasurer. 
Grace Frater, Chaplain. 
Nellie Gilchrist, Usher. 
Ethel Bartholomew, ~~iergeant-at-Arms. 
--0--
p HILOMA THEAN. 
The Phiiomat!iean Literary Society is a 
society admitting to membership both ladies 
and gentlemen. Its regular meetings are 
held each Saturday evening of the college 
year. All are invited to attend literary ses-
sions. 
OFFICERS, 
Anna G. l\fcConno:,, President. 
G'. \V. Greene, Vice President. 
V. C. Gambel, Recording Secretary. 
Emma Porter, Corresponding Secretary. 
vV. M. Hayes, Trea,;urer. 
F. C. Faville, Librarian. 
C. E. l'nderhill, Chap:ain. 
F. \Vormley, Usher. 
F. Graves, Assistant Usher. 
F. Mally. Sergeant-at-Arms. 
---0--
CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. 
OFFICERS. 
Lydia A. Schreckengast, President. 
0. G. Norton, Vice President. 
Julia Wente!,, Secretary. 
E. A. Kirkpatrick, Treasurer. 
.:HEETI:SG'-;. 
.Sunday Sc!l~JOl Every Sunday at 1 p. 1n. 
Prayer Meetings: Sund:Jy evenings at 7 p. 
111., in C0:le~·c C~1apcl: Thuroday evening~, 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 
6 p. m., in Room '·4-3." A cordial invitation 
is extended to all. 
--0---
CRESCENT. 
This is a society admitting both ladies and 
gentlemen to membership. Its object is the 
improvement of its members in literary work 
and parliamentary law. Its sessions are held 
every Saturday evening, in Crescent Hall, to 
which all are cordially invited. 
C. A. Cary, President. 
H. S. Williams, Vice President. 
Harrie Hutton, Refording Secretary. 
J. James, Corresponding Secretary. 
E. Gray, Treasurer. 
\V. E. Gamble, Usher. 
E. M Miller, Librarian. 
G. W. Sturtz, Sensor. 
--0--
BACHELOR. 
The Bachelor Society is the only exclu-
sively gentlemen's society of this college. 
It was organized July 16, 1870. Its object is 
the mutual improvement of its members in 
Science, Literature, and Art of Speaking. 
It meets every Saturday everiing, at 7 :Jo, in 
Bachelor Hall. Its officers are: 
I. B. Schreckengast, President. 
J.B. Allen, Recording Secretary. 
A. W. Sherman, Cor_responding Secretary. 
E. S. Richman, Treasurer. 
A. E. Osborne, Chaplain. 
E. S. Richman, W. H. Frater, Sergeants-
at-Arms. 
BOON1IJ'81 
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Jfli\,ttHf~~ (tui~1'-~11(1\ a •'il\1'-· 
W. 'F'. W~~~Se)N, 
F3e)e)N~, te)W~, 
IS SHOWING THE MOST COMPLETE LINE OF 
Dress Goods and Silks 
In Central Io-wa. 
Customers from Ames purchasing $5.00 or more will deduct R. R. 
fare one way. $10.00 or more both ways. W. T. WILLSON. 
120 AD VERTISEME~-~lTS. 
The Teachers' Co-operative Association of 
Chicago offers free registration to all subscri-
bers to this Journal who hold a first grade 
certific1tte. Thi2 A.,sociation has it., head-
quarters at 38 Madison sti'eet, Chicago, and 
has Branch offices in New York City, Allen-
town, Pensylvania, Lincoln, Nebraska, Nash-
ville, Tenn., and \Veston, Oregon. It se-
cures places for teachers in all grades of 
school work in all parts of the United States. 
The usual fee for registration has been $2.00. 
The offer will be made for a short time only. 
It@ ■~ J!'iRABDlm® 
iowalry~Sookatm 
City- Bakery I Restaurant. 
BEST SODA FOUNTAIN AND CREAM PARLOR 
IN THE CITY. 
Fa11c~ Groceries, Fruits, Fine Cigars. 
~ All Goods sold for Cash and Satisfaction Guar-
anteed. 
~ Special attention given to repairing of AMES, 
Jewelry. 
IOWA. 
P. O. BUILDING, 
A~ES, !O'"'vv A. 
~- 1:3. ~~XTe>N, --DEALERS IN~ 
Watches, Clocks, Dry Goods, Clothing, 
JEWELRY, SILVERWARE, ETC. BOOTS and SHOES, 
~ Work done promptly. Special Atten- GEN'llS' FURNISHING roans t tion paid to Fine Waches and Engraving. · 1 U , 8 C. 
Tvvo Doors West of P. 0. 
TEACHING HISTORY. i 
Modern methods of teaching have wrought no great-
er changes in any branch of study than in History. 
The old-time history-readin~ class still lingers-it 1s 
to be hoped--only in the memory of the l?rogressivc 
teachers of to-day. Topical study an,l trip1cal recita-
tion has now almost entirely supplantt~d all other meth-
ods, and is attended with most s,nisfartory results. As 
an anxillary to this plan of instnH.:tion, TnE N·o1c\llAL 
BooK CONCERN, of Ladoga, lnd.i annoui:ices the ~ssue 
nf a book, known as UNITED STATES HISTORY 
OUTLl:NED. By C. lVl. Lemon. The ,vork promist.:::.; 
to be a complete, systematic topic list of U. S. IIistory. 
Such a book will relieve the over-tasked teacher of 
much arduous work, and g-reatly aid the pupil. Orders 
will be filled by mail at 2_; cents for cloth honnd, and 15 
cents for paper. 
SPECIAL ATTEKTIOJ\i PAID TO 
The Celebrated FI.Aynolds Shoe a Specialty. 
~ All Goods solrl low as the lowest. 
ONONDAGA STREET, AMES, IA. 
